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While Maria Shell’s work is firmly grounded in the craft of 
quiltmaking, she uses her years of experience to create surprising 
combinations of pattern, repetition, and color. The recipient of 
numerous awards and fellowships, Maria lives in Anchorage, Alaska. 

mariashell.com

Improv Patchwork
Dynamic Quilts Made with Line & Shape

Explore new options in improvisational piecing and 
empower your creativity! Cut and combine solid-color 
fabrics to create your own “prints”—stripes, polka dots, 
chevrons, plaids, and more. Forget the rules (and even your 
ruler) as you piece colorful solids into compelling quilt 
designs. Use color, pattern, and repetition to develop your 
personal design aesthetic as you stitch freely to create 
unique quilts that pack a punch! 

■■ Piece new prints and patterns out of solid fabrics and use 
them to create original, dynamic quilt designs

■■ Empower your creativity! Work freely without 
preconceived ideas

■■ Join author Maria Shell in a step-by-step journey of 
artistic discovery with this fascinating visual guide 
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